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GERAGOS  &  GERAGOS 
                      A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
                                             LAWYERS 
                          HISTORIC ENGINE CO. NO. 28 
                      644 South Figueroa Street 

            Los Angeles, California  90017-3411 

                         Telephone  (213) 625-3900 

                          Facsimile  (213) 232-3255 

                          Geragos@Geragos.com 

 

 

MARK GERAGOS, SBN 108325 

TINA GLANDIAN, SBN 251614 

Attorneys for Respondent Frank Cascio  

 

SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

THE MICHAEL JACKSON COMPANY, LLC; 

JOHN G. BRANCA and JOHN MCCLAIN, 

individually and as Officers of THE MICHAEL 

JACKSON COMPANY, LLC and Co-Executors of 

the ESTATE OF MICHAEL JACKSON, 

 

                                                     Petitioners,  

             v. 

 

FRANK CASCIO and DOES 1-10, inclusive, 

                                                     Respondents. 

 
 
 
 

Case No: 25SMCP00385 

 

DECLARATION OF FRANK 

CASCIO  
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DECLARATION OF FRANK CASCIO 

I, Frank Cascio, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Respondent in this action. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein 

and, if called as a witness, I could and would testify competently thereto. 

2. I make this declaration in support of my opposition to Petitioners’ Petition to Compel 

Arbitration and in support of my request for a declaration that the purported settlement agreement is 

void and unenforceable. 

3. In late December 2019, I learned that nine members of my family had already signed a 

settlement agreement with the Estate but that the agreement would not become effective absent my 

signature.  At the time, my family was in severe turmoil, and the agreement appeared to offer them a 

sense of closure.  Knowing that, I felt immense pressure to sign as well, to avoid causing more conflict 

within the family during this unbelievably difficult chapter.   

4. I was diagnosed with dyslexia in the fifth grade and have struggled with reading 

comprehension throughout my life. When I was presented with the agreement, I had difficulty 

understanding many of its terms, particularly the legal concepts. The Estate’s attorneys and 

representatives assured me that the agreement was merely a technicality and that I should not attach 

much significance to it. They told me that nothing would get done if we had our own counsel and that 

the only way to reach resolution was “to do it the way we are doing it.” They further explained that 

calling the settlement a “life rights agreement” would keep it private, avoid probate, and prevent the 

beneficiaries from finding out—even though we were very uncomfortable with this being hidden from 

them and pressed this issue with the Estate.  Despite my family’s persistence, the Estate would not budge 

and said this was non-negotiable. 

5. The attorneys and representatives for the Estate led me to believe they had my best 

interests at heart. They spoke to me in a reassuring and supportive manner, which caused me to trust 

them completely.  The Estate convinced me that my family would find peace and comfort in moving on 

with their lives, and that signing the agreement would mean our family’s private information would not 

be exposed.   

6. At the time, my mental and emotional health were fragile due to the trauma I had 

experienced and the turmoil within my family. The Estate’s representatives were aware of my condition.  

7. Acting under that pressure, and with misplaced trust in the Estate’s representatives, I 

signed the agreement in January 2020 without my own lawyer and without fully understanding its 

implications.  I signed the agreement while I was alone in attorney Howard Weitzman’s office with a 

notary present.  Mr. Weitzman had long represented Michael and the Estate, and I had known him since 
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childhood.  He did not read or explain the agreement to me.  He simply pointed where I needed to sign.  

He then gave me a hug and said he was so sorry for what my family had been through and to please 

reach out if we ever needed anything.  When I asked for a copy of the agreement, he identified which 

one of the Estate’s representatives would have a copy.  When we later asked this representative for a 

copy of the signed agreement, he said he did not have it.  We never received a signed copy of the 

agreement from the Estate.   

8. For all these reasons, I respectfully submit that the purported settlement agreement is 

void and unenforceable, or in the alternative, rescinded. Petitioners’ attempt to compel arbitration should  

be denied. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 

true and correct. 

Executed this 27th day of October, 2025, at Los Angeles, California. 

 

____________________________ 

FRANK CASCIO
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

 I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

and not a party to the within action; my business address is 644 South Figueroa Street Los Angeles, 

California 90017-3411. 

 

On October 27, 2025, I served the foregoing document(s) described as DECLARATION 

OF FRANK CASCIO on the interested parties in this action addressed as follows: 

 

 

Said service was made by placing true copies thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope(s) addressed as 

stated above AND, 

 

 (U.S. MAIL)  Placing the envelope for collection and mailing on the date and at our business 

address following our ordinary business practices.  I am readily familiar with this business’s practice 
for collecting and processing correspondence for mailing.  On the same day that correspondence is 

placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business with the United 

States Postal Service in a sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid. 

 

 (BY ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION)  I caused the above-described document to be 

transmitted by electronic transmission. 

 

Executed on October 27, 2025 at Los Angeles, California. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is 

true and correct. 

 

 /s/ Tony Benitez 

TONY BENITEZ 

 

Martin D. Singer, Esq. 

Allison S. Hart, Esq. 

LAVELY & SINGER, P.C. 

2049 Century Park East, Suite 2400 

Los Angeles, CA 90067-2906 

mdsinger@lavelysinger.com 

ahart@lavelysinger.com 

 

 

Attorneys for Petitioners 

 

 

Jonathan P. Steinsapir, Esq. 

Katherine T. Kleindienst, Esq. 

KINSELLA HOLLEY ISER KUMP 

STEINSAPIR LLP 

11766 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 750 

Los Angeles, CA 90025 

jsteinsapir@khiks.com 

kkleindienst@khiks.com 




