
ROCKLAND

Sister of ex-Haverstraw village trustee
sentenced for swindling nonprofit

​Updated April 24, 2023, 5:57 p.m. ET

NEW CITY - A tearful Janice Dominguez got sentenced Monday to five years
probation and paid $11,000 restitution for scheming with her sister, former
Haverstraw village Trustee Emily Dominguez, to rip off a nonprofit agency.

Emily Dominguez's sentencing remains adjourned due to her medical condition,
which led her to file legal action against the Rockland District Attorney's Office. She
claims she has undergone surgeries from injuries suffered when arrested outside
the courtroom by detectives. No court date has been scheduled. She faces a
probationary sentence. Their mother is scheduled to get an adjournment
contemplating dismissal of the charges.

Guilty plea: Haverstraw Village ex-Deputy Mayor Emily Dominguez and sister
admit stealing from nonprofit

Lawsuit: Emily Dominguez sues Rockland DA's Office for injuries allegedly
suffered when arrested

Community service: For Haverstraw's Dominguez, the community is the family
business

On Monday before sentencing by Judge Robert Persico, Janice Dominguez, 57,
provided two checks reimbursing $11,447 to the Rockland Community Foundation,
which oversees and administers hundreds of charitable funds in Rockland.
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Janice Dominguez admitted forging a catering contract with Portobello's restaurant
for food for residents and pocketed $4,963 paid by the foundation. There was no
food provided and no contract. She formerly worked at the restaurant.

Dominguez, who now lives in Bergen County, New Jersey, apologized for the crime.

Her attorney, Yvonne Garbett of New City, told the judge about the Dominguez
family's decades of work for the community, which has many low-income residents.
Garbett said Dominguez has been a volunteer firefighter for 39 years.

The Dominguez sisters and their mother also raised money for the annual backpack
distribution to students and dinner for residents on Thanksgiving and Christmas.

"My client and her family have for 30 years giving back to the community," Garbett
said. "Her heart was in the right place. She went about it the wrong way.

"She stands here embarrassed and ashamed for what took place," Garbett said.

Janice and Emily Dominguez pleaded guilty in September 2022 to a single felony
count of fourth-degree grand larceny following a 35-count indictment. The grand
larceny count covers the theft of between $1,000 and $3,000 in property and
carries a maximum prison term of four years and a minimum of no incarceration, at
the judge's discretion.

Prior to a plea agreement with District Attorney Thomas Walsh's prosecutors, the
Dominguez sisters and their mother, Luz Marina Gutierrez, were charged in the
grand jury indictment on Oct. 21, 2021, with stealing funds and donations from the
Rockland Community Foundation, an organization Emily Dominguez oversaw as a
board member and former president.

New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli's personnel investigated the family
with Walsh's office, which initiated the investigation into Emily Dominguez and the
missing funds.

Statement: Rockland DA and comptroller detail the investigation.
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The indictment spells out the accusations

The indictment included felony counts of third-degree grand larceny, first-degree
falsifying business records, and third-degree criminal possession of a forged
instrument. Emily Dominguez, then 51, and Gutierrez, then 84, were also charged
with a felony count of fourth-degree grand larceny.

Walsh has declined to outline the details of the plea agreement and why a plea was
taken on one of the dozens of charges brought by the grand jury.

The indictment charged that between March and October of 2020, the Dominguez
sisters submitted 18 false receipts to the Rockland Community Foundation for
reimbursement of expenses allegedly incurred by Emily Dominguez and her
mother. Those receipts were phony, though, because no such food was ever
provided, officials said, resulting in $4,963 in theft from the foundation,
prosecutors said.

Emily Dominguez also was accused of running a scam in August 2019 through a
pocketbook bingo fundraiser under the guise of raising money for the Haverstraw
Neighborhood Fund backpack program.

Officials said people donated funds to attend the event, and those funds were
deposited directly into a PayPal account for Emily Dominguez, who then
transferred funds from three checks for $1,534 to her savings account.

Prosecutors charged that Dominguez and her mother submitted fake and inflated
receipts to the foundation to be reimbursed for expenses between August 2017 and
August 2019, which helped them steal $2,525.

The Dominguezes and Walsh have known each other for years. Both hailed from
Haverstraw village politics, with Walsh first serving as a village justice. Walsh, a
former county attorney who also served stints as a town, county, and state judge, is



seeking a second, four-year term with the support again of the Republican and
Democratic parties.

Emily Dominguez claims prosecution was political

Emily Dominguez has claimed in Facebook posts that she's a victim of a political
prosecution and posting unsubstantiated claims of corruption against unnamed
elected officials in Haverstraw and elsewhere. She and her sister created the
Facebook page Justice For All Rockland County. She has said she's writing a tell-all
book about corruption in Rockland.

Emily Dominguez after the indictment said Walsh's investigators since November
2020 spent "countless man hours, taxpayers dollars have been spent on an endless
trip down a rabbit hole as they search relentlessly for something and clearly
nothing."

She said she supplied appropriate documentation and during "my time on the
foundation, there were changes in staffing, accounting and processing. Further
investigation I’m sure will exonerate me, my mother and sister."

Emily Dominguez, a Democrat, resigned from the Haverstraw Village Board of
Trustees a month prior to the announcement of the indictment, citing personal
reasons and the need to devote more time to her marketing and bridal business. She
won her first election in 2007.

Dominguez has a pending multimillion-dollar federal civil rights lawsuit contending
District Attorney's Office investigators injured her while using excessive force when
arresting her after she left a courtroom hearing on theft charges. She claims an
investigator roughly twisted her arm and handcuffed her in the hallway while
arresting her on new charges claiming election law violations. Her lawsuit says she's
required surgery.

https://www.facebook.com/emily.dominguez1
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Steve Lieberman covers government, breaking news, courts, police, and
investigations. Reach him at slieberm@lohud.com. Twitter: @lohudlegal. Read
more articles and bio. Our local coverage is only possible with support from our
readers.
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